
Minutes of the meeting of the Llanharan Community Council held on 15 
February 2018 at the Llanharan Miner’s Welfare Hall 

Present: Councillor Parker (Chairman): 
Councillors Bowman, Evans, William Hopkin, Geraint Hopkins, Lewis-
Watkin, Liney, M Thomas, W Thomas, Turner, Uppal and Williams 

Also: Mr S Russell, Youth Representative, Mr Peter Davies, Clerk to the 
Council and 2 members of the public  

Apologies: Councillor Aksin and Ms A Olsen 

2018/84  MINUTES 

 The minutes of the meeting held on 18 January 2018 were approved as a 
correct record and signed by the Chairman  

 2018/85 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES 

(a) Allotment Inspection 

NOTED – That the inspections had been delayed because of bad weather 

(b) Footpath from Duffryn Crescent to Trenos Crossing 

NOTED – That no response had been received from the occupiers of 60 Duffryn 
Crescent 

(c) Hillcrest – Fly Tipping 

NOTED – That the recycling banks had now been removed and the incidence of fly 
tipping at the location had significantly reduced 

(d) Chapel Road Car Park – Flooding 

NOTED – That the problem had now been addressed and resolved by RCT 

 2018/86 COMMUNITY POLICING 

 PC Wilson reported that there had been 198 calls to the Police during January 
and February.  He outlined the crimes involved and the 7 incidents of anti-social 
behaviour. 

 RCT had been contacted regarding parking on the verges adjacent to Dolau 
School and near Trenos Gardens – PC Wilson advised that at present, the problem 
was outside the responsibilities of the PCSOs but this would change if RCT agreed 
to double yellow lines in the affected areas.   

A local resident also made representations regarding the parking and the speed of 
vehicles on Bridgend Road.  PC Wilson reminded Members that Police presence 
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was limited because of staff resources but he explained the action which would 
shortly be undertaken in the area  

 RESOLVED – That the need for double yellow lines and a greater Police 
presence be supported by the Council  

2018/87 WORKING GROUP AND COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS 

RESOLVED – That  

(1) the recommendations of the Community Infrastructure Group of 8 January and 5 
February 2018 be approved; 

(2) the following recommendations of the Audit Committee of 31 January 2018 be 
approved and adopted subject to the additions outlined below: 

AUDIT COMMITTEE – 31 JANUARY 2018. 

Present: Councillor Parker (Chairman); 
Councillors Bowman, William Hopkin, Lewis-Watkin, Liney, W Thomas 
and Turner 

Also:  Mr Peter Davies, Clerk to the Council 

2018/87/1. BUDGET 2018/19 

Members were advised that Alun Davies, AM, Cabinet Secretary for Local 
Government and Public Services had announced the final revenue and capital 
allocations for principal local authorities in Wales. The headlines of the settlement 
were: 

• Revenue funding for local government at an all Wales level would increase by 
£8.7m to £4.214b compared to 2017/18 

• The revenue settlement for RCT showed a reduction of 0.5% and because of 
this difficult decisions regarding service priorities and the level of services 
would continue to be necessary going into the future 

• The level of capital funding would be £143m, although RCT will also benefit 
from the recently signed City Deal 

• There was no indication of future year’s capital funding 

The Clerk reported that Town and Community Councils did not receive any grant 
from either the Welsh Government or RCT and they relied solely on the local precept 
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and income from charges.   Members were also informed that the Community 
Council’s tax base for 2018/19 was £2994.75 compared to £2,898.14 last year.   

The Council’s anticipated spending for 2017/8 when it made the precept in February 
last was £162,860, taking £2,000 from balances.  The reserves at 1 April 2018 were 
likely to be in the region of £46,000.  Whilst there was no definitive figure or 
percentage for the level of reserves, the latest Governance Notes suggest that these 
should be between three to twelve months of gross expenditure (i.e. between 
£40,715 and £162,860)   

The Committee also received an analysis of the current year’s budget and details of 
the anticipated out-turn which was slightly below the budgeted figure of £162,860 

Careful consideration was given to the level of Council services and balances and 
suggestions for possible improvements during 2018/19 

Recommended – That 

(1) the proposed budget in Appendix A of the Clerk’s report be approved, including 
the following proposed additions: 

(a)The Memorial Garden: proposals for a further improvement scheme -  a sum 
of £5000 will be carried over from this year’s budget and a further £10000 has 
been included in the Strategy proposals expenditure head 

(b)Improvements to vacant land in Meadow Rise – a sum of £1000 has been 
included in the Strategy proposals budget head for any further work which might 
be undertaken at the two sites 

(c)Footpath improvements –  the Footpaths and Allotments Committee needs to 
consider and recommend a medium-term maintenance plan for footpaths in the 
area. The estimate provision has been increased from £2500 to £5000  

(d) The Shower Block at the Welfare Hall –  A sum of £3000 has been       
included in the Play areas maintenance budget head to replace the tiling, which 
is considered dangerous and boiler replacement. 

(e) Multi Use Games Area –A sum of £5000 has been included in the Strategy 
proposals budget head should the Council wish to contribute to the scheme 

(f) Possible purchase and refurbishment of a community building – the Council is 
to consider a further paper from the Chairman on this matter. If the scheme is 
supported by the Council and borrowing approval is agreed by the Welsh 
Government the repayments could be met from balances/contingency provision 
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(g) Handyman’s working hours – The HR Committee has accepted that there is a 
need for ‘additional hours’ particularly during April to October.  It is recommended 
that the HR Committee review the practicalities of additional hours/part time 
appointment; a sum of £7500 has been included in the Administration budget 
head to facilitate any recommendation 

(h) The Living Wage – The HR Committee has recommended that as a good 
employer, the Council should consider adopting the payment of a living wage 
This proposal has already been supported by the HR Committee and the Council 
– a sum of £1000 has been included in the Administration budget head 

(i) Succession Planning – The present Clerk commenced employment in 2001 
and will retire in due course.  The HR Committee has considered this matter and 
has suggested that the present duties of Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer 
might be split and an Assistant Clerk employed, who would then provide 
continuity when the present Clerk retires.  The cost in a full year would be 
approximately £15000. It is recommended that the HR Committee be asked to 
consider the matter further and recommend a budget provision for 2019/20 

(j) Payments to Members – The proposed rates of allowances were reported to 
the October Council meeting – Members have an entitlement to claim £1400.  
The Independent Review Panel’s recommendations are in draft at present but a 
sum of £1400 has been included in the Chairman’s and Members’ budget head 
should the proposal be finally agreed 

(k) Brynnau Gwynion Play area – The large conifer trees adjacent to the play 
area are overgrown and need a significant ‘cutting back’.  A sum of £2000 has 
been included in the Play areas maintenance budget head 

(l) Benches and Tables – The purchase of further benches and tables at a cost of 
approx. £2600 be met from the Street Furniture budget head 

(2) the present estimate of £5000 for Bus Shelters be maintained to allow for one 
new shelter and a programme of bus shelter painting; 

(3) the hire/purchase arrangements for the Summer and Winter baskets be 
rationalised with Plantscape providing all the Summer baskets and Boverton 
Nurseries the Winter baskets; 

(4) concerning the proposed MUGA, Councillor Turner be asked to investigate the 
possibility of funding from the Welsh Church Acts Fund and Sport Wales; 

(5) in view of the capital works undertaken, the budget provision for (a) Festive 
Lighting be reduced from £9000 to £6000 and (b) Allotments from £5000 to £1000 to 
cover general maintenance; 
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(6) a further £2000 be paid into the reserve fund towards the purchase of a new 
mower in due course; 

(7) the budget provision for the Christmas Dinners and financial support to the 
Llanharan Community Development Project be provisional at this stage with (a) 
Councillor Turner agreeing to meet the OAP Associations to seek their views on 
possible alternative arrangements for the dinners and (b) representatives of the 
Trustees and Senior Management of the Llanharan Community Development Project 
be asked to meet this Committee to discuss the level and use of funding provided by 
the Council; 

(8) the views of the Llanharan Branch of the RBL be sought on the possible turfing of 
the grassed area at the Llanharan War Memorial site with astro turf; 

(9) the Council’s precept for 2018/19 be set at 61.56p to produce an amount of 
£184,356.81 and RCT be informed accordingly 

2018/87/2. REVIEW OF FINANCIAL AND OPERATIONAL RISKS 

The Committee gave detailed consideration to the Council’s Financial and 
Operational Risks Policy.  The Clerk advised that the measures to manage and 
mitigate the risks identified in the policy were still appropriate 

Recommended – That the present policy be re-affirmed 

2018/87/3. APPOINTMENT OF INTERNAL AUDITOR FOR 2018/19 

Recommended – That Mr N Goss be re-appointed to review the 2017/18 accounts 

2018/87/4. REQUESTS FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 

(a) Policy and Application Form(s) 

Recommended – That the Clerk and Councillor Liney be asked to review the existing 
policy and application form and bring forward revised proposals to the next meeting 

(b) Pottery Workshops 

Members noted that as requested by the Council the applicant had been invited to 
this meeting and although agreeing to do so, she did not attend.  The application for 
financial assistance was therefore not addressed 

COUNCIL ADDITIONAL RESOLUTIONS: 

The Council on 15 February 2018 in agreeing the above recommendations also 

RESOLVED – That 
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(1) the request by LCDP for a three-year SLA be supported and the annual grant be 
increased from £20000 to £24000 in 2018/19 and thereafter by inflation (at the April 
RPI) subject to the SLA being revised and updated and other issues identified by the 
Clerk being resolved; 
 
(2) the additional costs referred to in (1) above be met from the Strategy Proposals 
expenditure head and the balances 

(3) Councillor Turner’s discussions with the Brynna OAP Association regarding 
possible alternatives to the Christmas Dinners be noted and further appropriate 
discussions be held elsewhere in the community with a view to the existing budget 
provision being utilised to benefit more local residents 

(4) the decision of the local branch of the RBL to support the provision of astro turf at 
the Llanharan War Memorial site be noted and the Clerk be asked to make the 
appropriate arrangements 

2018/88 COMMUNITY ISSUES 

(a) Heol Cynllan – Highway Improvements 

NOTED – That this road was to be resurfaced and the road humps removed 

(b)Brynna Road – Speed Warning sign 

NOTED – That a warning/monitoring sign would shortly be introduced for 12 weeks 
near the entrance to Meadow Rise and at the end of this period RCT would consider 
the results, together with the earlier monitoring which identified average speeds of 
34mph 

(c) Bryn Henllan – Flooding – Councillor Evans drew attention to this problem.  
Councillor Turner advised that he had already contacted RCT and they were looking 
into the matter 

(d) Hillcrest – Christmas Tree base – Councillor Evans asked that the area around 
the base be cleaned up.  Councillor Parker advised that he would make appropriate 
arrangements 

(e) Dropped Kerbs – Councillor Uppal asked whether the work at Bryncae had been 
completed as she had received representations from a resident in Trenos Gardens.  
Councillor Turner confirmed that the work had been completed and it was considered 
too dangerous to install dropped kerbs in Trenos Gardens 
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(f) Fencing adjacent to The Mill – Councillor W Thomas advised that following 
clearance work undertaken by the Handyman, some remedial work was necessary 
to the fencing as there was now an open, precipitous drop of about 15 feet into the 
Ewenni Fach 

RESOLVED – That RCT’s Footpaths Officer be asked to look at the matter and 
whether a wire fence over the bottom of the railings would suffice 

(g) Danygraig Road – Cattle Grid 

NOTED – That this had now been removed by RCT, although there were several 
representations that it should be replaced and the drainage properly maintained   

2018/89 MEDICAL FACILITIES 

There was no further update, although Councillor Geraint Hopkins had written to the 
Chief Executive of Cwm Taf LHB requesting a copy of the formal response of the 
Health Board to the Community Health Council’s recommendations 

2018/90 FINANCIAL MATTERS  

(a) Payments/Budget Monitoring – Members gave detailed consideration to the 
statements prepared by the Clerk 

RESOLVED – That  

(1) the contents of the budget monitoring report be noted 

(2) the outstanding bills be paid and the cheques be signed accordingly 

 (b)Handyman’s Work Programme 

NOTED – The work undertaken by the Handyman during January 

2018/91  PLANNING MATTERS 

NOTED - That the following application had been received since the last meeting 

7 Heathfield Crescent – two storey rear extension 

2018/92 EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC 

 RESOLVED – That the public be excluded during discussion on the following item of 
business, on the grounds that, if members of the public were present during that 
discussion, confidential information would be disclosed to them in breach of the 
obligation of confidence 
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2018/93 COMMUNITY INITIATIVE (Minute 2018/83) 

As requested at the last meeting the Chairman circulated a paper concerning the 
possible purchase of a vacant property which could be adapted as a community hub 
and which would offer much needed services to the community and a permanent 
home for the Community Council 

RESOLVED – That consideration of this matter be deferred until the next meeting 
which will be held on 15 March commencing at 6.30pm 

The meeting concluded at 8.45pm 
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